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Dear J06:

I ann vory pleased to hear of your active interest in the dap-analogue
posaibiltties. I have to say tauis is going to be a fairly obvious idea, ad
a nusber of people are bocoming interested An speciflc constisuonts of cell
walls and 1t wiil onlybe a2 matier of time befors thls becomes an apparsnt
therapeutic leud. However, until now I have not heard -nyone mention it:
poseibly for the same reason that I will keep your comfideasce on the sub-
ject- \‘

We have your sample of C329 & will dorbtless glve it soms trial. We are
somewhat hesitant $o go very desply into 1t until it becomes public property.
But on ths same basis, I will be very glad to look at your cther antibiotie
for wall effect. In fact, we might be able to exchange u service If you wanted
to round up a collection of the other antibiotics on the market (except the
moat cpmuon ones-- we have tried so far only atraptomycin, tetracyeline,baci-
tracin & have some chlorauphenicol handy) & we would test then in this system.

I don't know why gram-negatives are generally more resistunt Lo penieillin:
it may have to do with the penddration of the drug, or intracellular penicillinase,
but this is only speculation untll the target enzyme is plcked out.

The main point 1 wanted $o bring ocut now was the identification of another
unizue wall component, which ssems to be quite general: an R-3-glucosamine
where R is probably -CH,~CHOH-COOH. This is rather an unusual compound, and
chemical imitatipn mlight be difficult, but on the sare lines as the DAP-analogues
it would be worthwhile looking at other R substitutions, R= CH, would probably
be the easiest to set up, but might not be enough alike. But tRere it 4is for
whatever you want to do with it. The work da thils hexosanine is being done
by Strange (cf. J.Gea.Microbiol. 15, x1i,8/56) at Porton; I heard about the
chemical structure from Powell (also at Porton) at & seminzr she gave here.

x\our7 sigcersly,
ioahua Lsderberg
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